
Annual report for health 2025- 
 
Before going into further details on our breed, I wanted to note the registrations within our 
group and in other groups as an observation. Registrations within our group have dropped by 
nearly 75% since 2021. Hound has dropped by 35%; Working has dropped by 50%; Terrier 
has dropped by nearly 40%; Gundog has dropped by nearly 50%; Pastoral has dropped by 
over 40%; and Toy has dropped by just over 50%. This drop is approximately 188000 fewer 
registrations across all breeds in the past 4 years. At £20/ puppy being registered, this is a 
reduction of £3,750,000 in income for the RKC. Something for us to keep in mind when 
considering health schemes and their potential viability/ feasibility within RKC.  

 

Yes, 2021 was a pandemic year, and puppy numbers spiked. When comparing to 2019 it is 
still a reduction of £1,500,000 in income for the RKC (£20/ registration). Is there a reduction 
in puppies being born, or just the registrations with RKC? 

Breed Watch update- 
As a breed, we have the following breed watch points- 

●​ Signs of respiratory difficulty or distress (laboured or rapid breathing, excessive 
respiratory effort, respiratory noise) 

●​ Excessively profuse coat 
●​ Deep-set eyes 
●​ Eyelids not in normal contact with the eyeball, they are turned inwards or outwards 
●​ Incorrect hind conformation and/or poor rear movement 

 



These are more generic terms that many breeds have; we can agree or disagree with their 
wording, but the KC has included them. On March 18th, I attended an online meeting 
regarding nose-to-tail (N2T) assessment by the RKC. This will be similar to our bronze health 
scheme in reality, organised by RKC and data retained, potentially published by RKC. This 
N2T assessment could be piloted later in the year and potentially released by the end of the 
year. At the start of March, I updated the BC website regarding Health Scheme numbers. If, 
as a breed, we can increase the number of dogs participating in the Bronze Health scheme, 
we can demonstrate a commitment to promoting health.  

During 2025, the breed undertook a review of our breed standard, which included defining a 
basic shape for our breed and a muzzle ratio. Both of these areas are health priorities. For 
our dogs to move correctly, we need a good, strong loin, and a square dog should 
demonstrate this. A muzzle length of no shorter than ⅓ of the head avoids us being 
considered to be a brachycephalic breed. Other than coat it is hoped that our breed watch 
points for concern will be a thing of the past with clarification on our standard as to what is 
acceptable.  

Moving forward, greater insight with chow owners through surveys would be desirable to 
capture more health-related information. This informal approach, along with the bronze health 
scheme being promoted by clubs, would be ideal from a health perspective. To date, the RKC 
has held several online meetings in which my focus has had to shift slightly. I trust that things 
will settle and we can proceed with one survey that can last for the year.  

The breed health subcommittee is meeting twice a year to better shape our direction and 
purpose moving forward. In addition to this subcommittee, I ask that each club has a health 
rep. This health rep is not on the subcommittee but brings insight to the Breed Health 
Coordinator (BHC) and can pass on information to the clubs. We all have a duty to our breed 
to improve health knowledge, understanding and perception. A BHC working with a 
subcommittee and then breed club reps will improve this process.  
 
Within our health sub committee meeting in March we discussed potential health screening at 
shows to make this more accessible for Chowists; sharing more information on the BC 
website regarding health test results (hips and elbows from none BVA testing); improving the 
BC website with a puppy pack and colours of puppies; and a survey for 2026 to gain more 
insight. We agreed that clubs could assist more to share information and to promote the 
bronze health certificate within their areas. If you would like to assist or know someone who 
can assist with puppy colours please do get in touch, we are looking at pictures of the same 
puppy, 2 days, 4 days, then each week 1-5 (7 pictures in total) to show colour changing and 
progression during their development.  
 
 
 
 



The Kennel Club Health Standard:  
 
All breeds have 2 lists: Good Practice and Best Practice.  
Good Practice (Hips, Elbows, Eyes [BVA testing only]). Chows no longer have any best 
practice requirements. I will again ask the RKC if we can have Bronze Health scheme as 
good practice and hips, elbows and eyes as best practice. We need to encourage people to 
start health screening, and I personally believe this will be a more approachable method. I did 
raise this during a RKC meeting recently.      
 
For eye clinics, please follow- 
https://www.royalkennelclub.com/dog-breeding/before-breeding/find-a-health-testing-clinic/, 
where you can find eye testing in your area.  
 
Kennel Club population analysis (RKC PA)- 
 
This has been attached along with this report (the date in the RKC PA is until 2021), the RKC 
PA report was sent to me at the end of 2025. One thing of note is that our COI, as a breed, 
suggests good genetic diversity; lower-COI matings generally produced larger litter sizes. 
There is a suggestion that COI in pet litters has increased over time, possibly due to greater 
awareness of potential issues. Personally, I think the pet breeders just look at the 
geographically closest dog and don’t consider a pedigree. The show homes tend to focus 
more on their pedigrees, resulting in a naturally higher COI. Pedigree understands matings 
and assists with genotype matings, which are an option to achieve desired puppies. Also of 
note is the lack of available data regarding the COI of imported dogs. They generally appear 
as 0.0% within the RKC system, when it may actually be higher.  
 
General health: 
 
Digital certificates available for Bronze, Silver and Gold. There 
will be ongoing reviews of the the Breed Council Website and 
identified changes that should be undertaken in the near 
future. The Bronze health certificate would be great to include 
in more club and show information, potentially within puppy 
packs/ sent out to owners when the dogs are over 1 year of 
age. This will assist us in our own population analysis to work 
with the KC in a positive way and identify potential issues. The 
QR code for the bronze certificate is below. This can be 
emailed to all clubs with ease, and we can create similar QR 
codes for all health areas. This one downloads the Bronze 
form for the individual when scanned.  
 
 

https://www.royalkennelclub.com/dog-breeding/before-breeding/find-a-health-testing-clinic/


Breed record supplements 2025 
Spring- Litters- 62; Puppies- 258 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Litters 
containing 

23 19 20 15 23 15 

Puppies 38 34 58 22 56 50 
Hip scores 1= 3, 3 and 6; 2= 8, 6 and 14. Elbows 1= 3; 2= 0 

 
 
Summer- Litters 45; Puppies 184  

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Litters 
containing 

13 15 20 12 22 12 

Puppies 22 25 45 19 49 24 
Hip scores 1= 3, 3 and 6; 2= 14, 7 and 21. Elbows 1= 3; 2= 0 

 
 



Autumn- Litters 43; Puppies 176  

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Litters 
containing 

11 13 14 15 19 9 

Puppies 26 24 38 28 36 24 
Hip scores & Elbows None 

 
Winter- Litters 46; Puppies 201 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Litters 
containing 

18 16 17 11 22 12 

Puppies 31 32 36 14 49 39 
Hip scores 1: 7, 14 and 21. Elbows 1: 1 

 
 
 
 



Year 2025- Litters 196; Puppies 819 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Litters 
containing 

65 63 71 53 86 48 

Puppies 117 115 177 83 190 137 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Breed record supplements historic 
 
Year 2000- Puppies 461 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red Red 
Brindle 

Puppies 114 12 23 11 291 10 
 
Year 2019- Puppies 750 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Puppies 160 72 129 62 320 7 
 
Year 2020- Puppies 996 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Puppies 214 120 168 117 369 8 
 
Year 2021- Puppies 1715 

 
 
 
 

Year 2022- Puppies 1630 
 
 
 
 

Year 2023- Puppies 1480 
 
 
 
 

Year 2024- Litters 254; Puppies 1120 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Puppies 201 153 203 138 300 125 
 
 
 
 
 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Puppies 361 196 272 248 636 2 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Puppies 393 248 288 205 412 84 

 Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

Puppies 275 238 291 162 361 153 



Percentage of puppies born 
Year Black Blue Cream Fawn Red NBS 

2019 21.3 9.6 17.2 8.3 42.7 0.9 

2020 21.5 12 16.9 11.7 37 0.8 

2021 21 11.4 15.9 14.5 37.1 0.1 

2022 24.1 15.2 17.7 12.6 25.3 5,2 

2023 18.6 16.1 19.7 10.9 24.4 10.3 

2024 17.9 13.7 18.1 12.3 26.8 11.2 

2025 14.3 14 21.6 10.1 23.2 16.7 

 
In my 2024 annual report, I started tracking this. In 2025, we can see that NBS registrations 
have now surpassed three of our recognised colours (Black, Blue and Fawn). Personally, this 
is concerning. Puppy registrations are declining overall, yet we have more NBS registrations. 
A total of 137 NBS puppies were registered. From 2021, we have gone from 2 NBS 
registrations to 137 NBS, I need time to go through pedigrees and to see how closely related 
these 137 puppies are. If individuals are breeding for certain colours alone, I do not think 
health is a main priority. I hope I am mistaken, but I am concerned regarding the potential 
health implications if these 137 are closely bred. The RKC PA goes until 2021, this is when 
NBS colour registrations started to increase. A further analysis of COIs etc should be 
undertaken to see how this trend has changed since 2021.  
 



Of note, we had 5 BVA health-tested chows for 2025; some breeders are turning to Vet 
Scoring instead for its ease, pricing, and speed. I have asked Vet scoring if I can have access 
to basic data 
 
For Crufts 2026 and Discover Dogs, I created the following poster. It may be a good advert 
for clubs to include in their schedules/catalogues to show our thoughts on health.  

 


